Joo Winston

hen you first see “This
Week in Joe's Base-
men”, you think of
“Wayne's World"
from "Saturday Might
Live." Then you say, no, Lhis is more
like that guy on Letlerman, Chns
Elliott, who does all that stupid swfT
that's suppozed to be fummy. But if
you watch it, you'll realize some of
the things being presented here are
dead serious, and what Joe Winston
and his cohons are doing is airing
the stories oo delicate and diswasteful
for the six o'clock news— in their
own idiosyncratic and sometlimes
uliotic way.

Each show—on cable channels
19 and 51, on Mondays at
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1 1:30pm-—staris out with
Joe, in his basement,
munching snack foods
noisily and presenting the
viewer with his bare foet,
which fortunately look
fairly clean. He penerally
reads some viewer mail,
responds 1o i, somolimaes
rudely, then procecdsiothe
main topic of the weck

Last year, their episode
“Sledgehammer Diplo-
macy” won a “Gold CAN™
from: Chicago's Access
CANFest, simply by going oul and
asking biack and white people wha
they thought of each other,
More recently, Joe visited
a north suburban and a3
south suburban mall 1o ask
leenagers why they were
there, what they looked for
in the opposile sex, and
what they thought of war in
the Persian Gulf, The an-
swers werescary, proof that
reality iz an individual
matier of chimee,

Winston, 24, says,
*Joe's Basement® staned
oul as a gag, like, we'ne
doing a Iv show but we're
not serious about it.™ Aflteran imicial
3 or 6 episodes, which he
callsthe “Fuck the Viewer"
phase, Winston and his
helpers staned puting mose
work into the shows., “'We
sort of express whalever
we're feeling at the nme,”
says Winston. “It's a great
freedom, actually, not 1o
be limited to anything cx-
cept our meager budgets,
and our imagination and
time constraints.™

Some shows arc bizarre.
For instance, a recent ¢pi-
sode featured a video date,

“Paul’s Bunt”
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in which two television seis, one
displaying a man and the other a
woman, wenton a date thatincluded
dinner, drinks, a walk, and then back
1o his apariment for sex, Another
featured a “butt-creature™ which re-
ciltd Shakespeare, One oddly fas-
cinating segment showed the red
fuzzed-out image of 4 man as he
talked sbout huving sex with a rich
old lady for money.

These are interspersed with
strange bits of song and video
schlock, which either are annoying
or approach art. One particular ee-
ric. moment came when John
Harriman, upside down and with his

*lnrar Conflict™

voice slowed down, 1old about
meeting & policeman in his
professor’s office, It's pure video
poetry. However, the "Mole,”™ an
upside-down close-up of Paul
Pomerleau's beanded face with some
paper eyes stuck on, is preity much
alame gross-out (although Winston
claims viewer response has dubbed
it one of the most consistently ap-
pealing parts of the show),

*This Weck in Joe's Basement”
takes a little getting used 1o, and the
episodes vary widely, but the show
is worth watching simply because 1t
dares to be thoughtful, as well as
wird.



